24 June 2022

Dear Parent/Carer

Transition to Bulwell Academy September 2022
I am delighted you have chosen Bulwell Academy to be your child’s secondary school in September
2022. I know that as a parent/carer, you will be starting to think about the practicalities of your child
becoming part of our school community. I hope this letter gives you a little more information
regarding the 2-day transition experience happening on the 5 and 6 of July 2022.
Transition Programme: 5 & 6 July
Your child will need to arrive at the Academy from 8am each day, when our main gates open. Your
child should make their way to our Sports Hall, where staff will be waiting to greet them. We expect
your child to wear their primary school uniform and adhere to our other academy rules regarding
makeup, hair colour, nail polish/false nails, which can be found on our Academy uniform policy on
the website under school policies. Hats and sunglasses are not allowed.
Students will be introduced to our ‘line-up’ procedures at 8.25am so they can practice ready for
September, and then will be escorted in their lines to their Tutor time. In Tutor time they will be
introduced to a full itinerary for both days so they know exactly what they will be doing. At all times
they will be escorted and supported by our staff as they find their feet in their new school. Any child
with a special educational need who has been identified as needing extra support may have a
slightly different programme from the rest of the cohort, but those arrangements will be
communicated separately and directly to yourselves by our SEN Team.
All new students will receive a free cookie and drink at break in our canteen, which will only be
open for the Year 6s. Students will also be provided with a free lunch on both Tuesday and
Wednesday and will eat earlier than the rest of the school, again to ensure they are fully supported
and not over-whelmed by the large numbers of students in the school. If you prefer, students can
bring their own packed lunch. Please note that Academy policy states that students can only bring
plain water in a clear bottle onto the site, nothing else is allowed and will be confiscated. Please
also ensure that if your child brings a mobile phone for the walk to school, it is switched off and
placed in school bags at the main gate before entering the site and not switched on again until
they are through the same school gates at the end of the day. We have a very strict ‘no phones
policy’ for all students and any seen or heard will be confiscated and a parent or carer will need to
collect it after 3pm the same day. We also do not allow chewing gum on site, so please ensure
students don’t bring it on site.
During the day students will be introduced to many of their curriculum subjects and be working in
a special Transition book which will mark the start of their transition experience. This book will be
held in school at the end of each day and students will continue to use it in their tutor times in
September. We feel this will allow them to reflect on their own personal progress and ‘look back’
on transition day, alongside supporting discussion around their first few days in school at the end
of year 7.

In September, Academy students finish at 2.50pm Tuesday to Friday and 3.50pm on Mondays
(as this is a slightly longer school day), however, during transition Year 6 students will finish at
2.40pm on both days, so they leave the site ahead of the other students. If you are collecting your
child, please ensure you are waiting at the bottom of the steps or along Squires Avenue and not
blocking students exit routes for reasons of safety. Parents will not be allowed on site to drop off
or collect students.
School Uniform Fittings: Tuesday 5 July 3.30-6pm
Just Schoolwear will be at the Academy from 3.30-6.00pm to measure students for blazers and to
give parents/carers information on how to order uniform for September. If you are collecting your
child at the end of the school day, please collect them at the normal time but then move away from
the main entrance to wait to re-enter at 3.30pm. This will prevent a bottleneck happening at the
entrance/exit when all our other students are leaving site. Again, no parents will be allowed on site
until 3.30pm for the uniform fittings, and we ask for your understanding regarding this to keep our
children safe. At 3.30pm, please make your way to Main Reception where you will be directed to
where the fittings will be taking place.
Transition Evening: Wednesday 6 July 5.00-6.30pm
I would like to invite you to The Bulwell Academy on the evening of the 6 July. This is a special
evening to give you the opportunity to meet the Principal Mrs Wildes, members of the Senior
Leadership Team, the Director of Inclusion and our Consultant SENCO, Mr Roche.
At 5-5.15pm Mrs Wildes will deliver a brief ‘welcome’ to the school in the main hall before you are
divided into smaller groups to move to dedicated classroom spaces where Senior Leaders and
some Heads of Department will present power points giving key information ready for September
in a 30-minute slot. Following that, the Senior Leaders and Principal will be available to chat or
answer questions regarding anything you still need to know. The event will end at 6.15pm. We will
be providing coffee and cake as refreshments.
To help us to prepare for your child’s arrival in September, a data sheet has been enclosed which
needs your attention. Please complete this and return to the Academy no later than Friday 1 July.
This will also ensure we have your contact details should we need to contact you during transition,
but also, we will need the information ready for September.
Further details about the first day of term in September, will be shared on the Academy website,
under our Transition tab and reminder texts will be sent to you when there are any updates. Our
website address is, https://www.bulwellacademy.org.uk/
I look forward to meeting you at the transition evening on Wednesday 6 July along with the Senior
Leadership Team and SEN Team, but if you have any questions in the meantime, please do not
hesitate
to
contact
the
Academy
via
phone
on
01159647640
or
email
enquiries@bulwellacademy.org.uk
Yours sincerely

Mrs S. Wildes

Principal
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