5 May 2022

Dear Parents/Carers
Year 11 GCSE Examinations
I hope you and your family are well.
We have been really pleased with the commitment students have shown in the lead up to their
GCSEs and their engagement with the support provided to them.
We have put in place several strategies to support and prepare our students for their upcoming
exams:
• Half term interventions
• Year 11 morning study hub
• Targeted tutor time with teaching of Maths, English and Science by specialist teachers
• Revision Guides – please encourage your child to use these guides to support them
with their revision
• Stationery – Flashcards, Folders, Paper, Highlighters, pens
• Period 6 master classes from 3pm-4pm. The weekly schedule can be found here
Period 6 Master Class Schedule
Students across the country will start their external examinations in the next month, with the
first full cohort exam commencing on 17 May with Biology. The complete timetable can be
found by clicking on this link: GCSE timetable , but students were also provided with their own
personalised copy before Easter.
Students are now familiar with the exam process due to the two sets of mocks that were
completed earlier this year. These were designed as much as possible to replicate the
experience of sitting GCSE exams.
Important information regarding the exam period:
• ALL students are in school for the period of the exams and there is no study leave.
• Students will have a slightly amended timetable when they don’t have an exam to ensure
they are prepared for their next exams
• Full correct school uniform must be worn for all exams otherwise students will be sent home
to change.
• A free hot breakfast will be available from 8am each day and fruit will be provided after
morning exams
• All Students must arrive by 8.15am at the latest in the canteen

What items are prohibited from the exams?
Possession of mobile phones, all watches, and any electronic players are strictly prohibited.
Possession of any unauthorised items could result in disqualification from the examination.
What happens if my child is sick?
If your child is absent due to illness, please notify the school on 0115 964 7640 (please speak
to Reception) by 8am on the morning of the examination. A medical certificate (from GP) will
be required – although it will not be possible to resit the examination at school. Students may
not gain their GCSE if they miss one or more formal examinations/assessments.
What should I do if my child has Covid or tests positive for Covid on the day of an
exam?
It is important that all parents read Appendix 1 of this JCQ document if a child has Covid when
they are taking external examinations.
jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/A-guide-to-the-special-consideration-process202122-%E2%80%93-General-and-Vocational-qualifications-Updated-8-April-2022.pdf
If your child has mild ‘cold’ symptoms, such as a runny nose or slightly sore throat, the
guidance is that they should attend the examination.
When will exam results be issued this year?
We will issue results to Year 11 students, in person, on Thursday 25 August at school. Further
details will follow in due course.
Please do not hesitate to contact me on sivani.senthilkumar@bulwellacademy.org.uk if you
have any further questions.
We thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely

Ms S Senthilkumar
Assistant Principal for Assessment
and Raising Standards
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