
 

 

 
 
 
8 August 2021 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

I am incredibly honoured to return in September as Principal of The Bulwell Academy.  I want to 

take this opportunity to thank Mrs Strong for her support and guidance since I joined the team in 

January.  Mrs Strong has led the safe and effective return of students and staff to the Academy in 

an inspiring manner.  Her leadership has forged firm foundations onto which great things will be 

built.  I have much to thank her for and wish her the very best for the future.  

 

As the Principal of The Bulwell Academy, I am excited to develop a culture where both students 

and staff are supported to thrive; everybody learning together, every day.  As I am sure you will 

agree, children with exemplary academic qualifications and strength of character, are much more 

likely to grow into confident adults who live happier lives with much more control, both financially 

and socially. As a result, successful children are more able to take advantage of the amazing 

opportunities that life has to offer long after they have left school.  That journey for your child has 

either already started or is about to start in September.  We are committed to ensuring that every 

second of every lesson of every day count, to ensure that every student at The Bulwell Academy 

is given the greatest chance to access the best universities and apprenticeships in the world.  

 

We know that successful young people are not just made in classrooms; they are built in theatres, 

in galleries and in studios, on stages, pitches, tracks and courts and we are really excited to unleash 

their unique talents and support them to become successful, confident and happy individuals.  We 

cannot wait to welcome the students to our comprehensive extracurricular programme in 

September.   

 

Children that read well do better, and from September we will `book-end` our school day with 

opportunities that further develop our students` literacy skills and develop a love of great stories.  

For students in years 7 to 10, every day will start with our Tutor Guided Reading Programme and 

end with 10 minutes silent reading when students Drop Everything And Read (DEAR) a book of 

their choice.  High-street charity shops are brilliant places to buy great books at prices from as little 

as 50p.  Our library will also be open to students who need additional expert support to find a book 

that they can enjoy.   

 

To realise the potential of every staff member and student in our team, from September we will 

maintain our relentless commitment to achieving the highest standards of uniform, appearance, 

readiness for learning and of course, exemplary student behaviour both in and between lessons.  

Every child has the right to learn free from disruption and distraction and we are excited to 

experience daily, the hugely positive impact that such environments are having on the progress 

and well-being of students and staff.  Student attendance and punctuality will be among our highest 

priorities from September and I look forward to working with our new Attendance Team to ensure 

that no stone is left unturned in support of exemplary school attendance.      
  



 

The brilliant team of teachers, pastoral leaders, learning support and site support staff are on a 

really exciting journey together and as The Bulwell Academy fast becomes a place where talented 

and driven professionals want to join, I am delighted to share with you the outcome, so far, of a 

hugely positive recruitment drive: 

 

 Miss Laura Woffindin-Taylor – Vice Principal leading curriculum and standards 

 Mr Steve Ward – Interim Vice Principal leading inclusion 

 Mr Darryl James – Interim Vice Principal leading behaviour         

 Mr Chris Smith – Assistant Principal leading curriculum and careers 

 Miss Sivani Senthilkuma – Assistant Principal leading on assessment, reporting and raising 

standards 

 Miss Amy Fuller – Assistant Principal leading teacher development 

 Mr Bradley Slater – Special Educational Needs Coordinator  

 Mr Dean Grainger – Academy Improvement Lead for Science 

 Mrs Pav Aujla – Trust Lead for Science  

 Mr Craig Latimir – Trust Lead for Mathematics 

 Mrs Sam Davies – Trust Lead for English 

 Miss Sophie Kirkwood – Teacher of Mathematics 

 Mr Max Brackley – Teacher of Science 

 Miss Rosie Lee – Teacher of Science   

 Mr Matthew Harthill – Teacher of Languages 

Their depth of knowledge and breadth of experience combined, will ensure that their contributions 

to the rapid and sustained journey of improvement at The Bulwell Academy and ultimately their 

positive impact on your child`s future are immediate.  The future looks extremely bright for us all. 
 
When September Comes - Leading a safe and enjoyable start to the academic year 
 
We are already so excited to welcome our students back in September and from the Autumn Term, 
children and adults, though they may choose and be supported to do so, will no longer be required 
to wear face coverings in school. We will also not be required to contact trace students and will 
therefore no longer have to operate in bubbles.  We will therefore also remove the requirement that 
exists currently for the daily staggered start and in September, all students will be expected to be 
in line-ups at 8:30am every day of the week.  Any student arriving to line-ups after 8:30am will be 
marked as late.  All access gates will be open until line-ups start to facilitate a punctual start to the 
day.     
 
It is important to note that schools have been advised that they may have to re-introduce ‘bubbles’ 
if they are directed to do so by Public Health officials and every decision made by us will be informed 
by the latest guidance released.   We urge parents and carers to regularly check our website for 
updates that may be released throughout the summer break. 
 
To further facilitate a confident return in September, our year groups will return in a phased manner 
that incorporates a pre-return Covid test that will be followed by another test at school.  After their 
second test, which will be planned and communicated in September, students will be asked to test 
at home twice per week.  
 



 

*Please read the enclosed ‘Privacy Notice’ regarding the delivery of Covid testing and data 
protection before consenting. 

The phased return of our year groups and the planned pre-return test dates are detailed below. 

These are written in order of return to school: 

 

Year 

Groups 

(in order of 

return) 

Return to School  Pre-return Covid Testing 

Date  

Time of  

Arrival Date Time 

7 

Thursday 2 September 

0825 Tuesday 31 August 
9am to 

11am 
11 

12 

1200 
Wednesday 1 

September 

1pm to 

2:30pm 

13 
12pm to 

1:30pm 

9 Monday 6 September  0825 Thursday 2 September 
9am to 

11am 

8 Tuesday 7 September 0825 Friday 3 September 
9am to 

11am 

10 
Wednesday 8 

September 
0825 Monday 6 September 

9am to 

11am 

 

Students will not be expected to attend the pre-return Covid Testing in school uniform, but if you 

would like staff to assess the suitability of your child’s uniform before they return to school, they 

may do so.  All students must be in full school uniform, as per our policy herewith and on 

our website on their return date.   

If you have not yet consented to in-school Covid testing*, we urge you to do so before 
September. Please complete the Microsoft Form that will be available to you on the “Covid 
Testing” button on the home page of the Academy website on or around 9 August.  For years 8-
11 (2021-2022) you will also be sent a reminder text containing a direct link to the form in early 
August.  

To finish, I want to thank all our parents and carers for their overwhelming support of the changes 

that are having an immensely positive impact on our school culture and ultimately the life chances 

of our students.  Change is rarely easy, and we are incredibly proud of our staff and students for 

being so adaptable and incredibly positive.  They have raised the bar to entirely new levels and we 

look forward to welcoming our new Year 7 students in September, who too will benefit hugely from 

the high standards, expectations and aspirations that are liberating the potential of all. 

 

Wishing you all an enjoyable and safe, well-deserved summer break. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr B Nash 

Principal 


