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Personalising your learning in Year 10 and Year 11  

You are now at the point of choosing the subjects that you would like to study in Years 10 and 11.  

You will need to consider all of the options available to you.  You will need to think about which 

subjects you enjoy, which subjects you are good at and which subjects will be most useful to you 

in the future.  We will be helping all Year 9 students to plan and choose wisely, giving you as much 

guidance and choice as possible. 

Academic and Vocational Qualifications 

Academic subjects offer GCSE qualification. In general, subjects offering a GCSE qualification will 

help you develop new knowledge, skills and understanding through theory, developing your ability to 

use and apply your knowledge in a variety of contexts. GCSEs are assessed at the end of the 2 

years through written exam and in some subjects, controlled assessments too.  Vocational courses 

(see appendix 1) are equivalent to GCSEs but there is a greater focus on a real-world approach to 

learning that is more work-related and practical. They are also a good choice for students who wish 

to have a mix of assessment not just final written exams.   

From September 2021 (start of Year 10) you will be following a variety of subjects will lead to 

different qualifications at the end of Year 11. 

Core subjects – All students MUST study these subjects: 

 English Language…………………………………………………………………..……. GCSE x 1 

 English Literature…………………………………………………………………...…… GCSE x 1 

 Mathematics……………………………………………………………………..………… GCSE x 1 

 Combined Science…………………………………………………………...………….. GCSE x 2 

 Physical Education (no final exam – part of the enrichment offer – Visual and Performing Arts) 

 Ethics (no final exam – part of the enrichment offer - Culture) 

The English Baccalaureate [Ebacc] subjects  

The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) form a broad and balanced suite of academic subjects that will 

help young people be best equipped for progression to further study and work. The Ebacc subjects 

are: English, mathematics, the sciences, history, geography and a language 

As you will already be studying English, Mathematics and Sciences (CORE offer), you will be given 

the opportunity to show your preference to study one or more of the other Ebacc subjects:  

 Geography 

 History 

 French 

You will have the opportunity to choose one of these subjects as your FIRST choice and then select 

a SECOND as a RESERVE (Back-up) choice see page 31……………………………………GCSE x 1 

Optional Subjects  

Optional subjects comprise both academic and vocational courses.  

You need to look at these and prepare to make choices on what Optional subjects you are wanting 

to study ……………………...……...…………………………………..GCSE/Vocational  
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Important Notice  

After you have looked through this booklet, we will be asking you to make some choices, once you 

have returned your choices, you will be given a meeting with a senior member of staff to discuss 

your choices. Every effort will be made to offer you the subjects that you have chosen. However, we 

cannot guarantee that you will be able to follow all of the subjects you initially choose as this will 

depend on the level of demand for each subject.  

Good Advice 

Make sure that your choices are for the RIGHT REASONS – Before making your final choices, 

you should: 

 Read the booklet carefully. 

 Get MORE ADVICE from parents, older brothers and sisters and older students. 

 Choose what you ENJOY and are GOOD at.  

 Opt for subjects that match your AMBITIONS. 

 Think carefully about when you do your best – WRITTEN EXAMS or CONTROLLED 

ASSESSMENTS. 

 Talk to TEACHERS and seek their advice – you can email any teachers to help 

 Remember that everyone’s plans and ideas can change – choose a BROAD AND BALANCED 

range of subjects. 

 Watch the virtual parents evening with your parents/carer’s so everyone is involved 

 Attend your INTERVIEW to discuss your choices. 

Don’t: 

 Choose a subject because you like the teacher. 

 Dismiss a subject because you don’t like a teacher. 

 Opt for a subject because your friends are doing it. 

 Listen to people who say that it is a subject only for boys or girls. 

 Panic if you are confused – come and talk to us. 

How we will help: 

4 Steps of the Options Process 

 Step 1 – Read your Options booklet - Consider Academic (GCSE) vs Vocational Subjects 

(BTEC, etc) 

 Step 2 – Watch the virtual Parents Option Evening video 

 Step 3 – Complete the Options Choices Form (to be distributed soon) 

 Step 4 – Attend your Options Interview 
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Subject area: CORE - English 

Course: English Language 

Qualification: GCSE 

 

Course Details - What will the course consist of 

and how will it be delivered? 

All students will study AQA English Language GCSE 
(8700).  There is one tier of entry only.  
 
The English Language GCSE is designed to help 
learners explore communication, culture and 
creativity, to develop independent and critical thinking 
and to engage in our language and literary heritage. 
 

At GCSE, learners will: 

 Develop the skills to read fluently and write effectively.  

 Be encouraged to engage with a wide variety of high-quality texts both 
literary and non-fiction, across a range of familiar genres. 

 Develop the skills to analyse critically and synthesise and evaluate 
ideas and information across unseen texts.  

 Be given the opportunity to experiment in their writing across a range of 
contexts and styles. 

 Develop their spoken language presentation and communication skills. 

 
A variety of teaching and learning methods are used and students will continue to be set according to 

their academic targets and current attainment.  

 

 

 

Further progression on completion of the course—what opportunities could this course lead 

towards in the future? 

A-level English. 
A-Level Creative Writing 
 
Most courses and apprenticeships require a particular grade of pass in GCSE English.  

Technical data: 

Qualification Level: 1/2 Grading: 9-1 

Awarding Body AQA % Written Exam 100% 

Lessons per week 3 % Coursework 0% 

Number of GCSE or 

equivalent 

1 Non exam assessment 

(certificated separately) 

Spoken Language 
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Subject area: CORE - English 

Course: English Literature 

Qualification: GCSE 

 

Course Details - What will the course consist of and how 

will it be delivered? 

All students will study AQA English Literature GCSE (8702).  
There is one tier of entry.  
 
The English Literature GCSE is designed to help learners 
explore a wide range of literary texts, consider links between 
culture and context, to develop independent and critical 
thinking and to engage our own diverse literary heritage.  

 
At GCSE, learners will: 
 
• read a wide range of classic literature 
• read in depth, critically and evaluatively  
• develop the habit of reading widely and often 
• appreciate the depth and power of the English literary heritage 
 

A variety of teaching and learning methods are used and students will continue to be set according to 

their academic targets and current attainment.  

Throughout the course students will study: 

 A pre-C19th text, for example: A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 

 A Shakespeare play, for example: Macbeth or Romeo and Juliet 

 A modern text, for example: An Inspector Calls or Blood Brothers 

 An Anthology of poetry (15 poems identified by the exam board) 

 Unseen poetry 
 

Further progression on completion of the course—what opportunities could this course lead 

towards in the future? 

A-level English, Media, Journalism, Communications studies. 
 
Most courses and apprenticeships require a particular grade of pass in GCSE English.  

Technical data: 

Qualification Level: 1/2 Grading: 9-1 

Awarding Body AQA % Written Exam 100% 

Lessons per week 2 % Coursework 0% 

Number of GCSE or 

equivalent 

1   
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Subject area: CORE – Mathematics 

Course: Mathematics 

Qualification: GCSE 

 

Course Details - What will the course consist of and how will it be delivered? 

 
Students study number, algebra, shape, measures and 
data.  
 
Students will be encouraged to develop:  

 The ability to think and communicate clearly, 
accurately and logically.  

 The ability to solve problems.  

 The ability to apply mathematics in other subjects.  

 A positive attitude to mathematics, including 
confidence, enjoyment and perseverance.  

 
A variety of teaching and learning methods are used and students will continue to be set according 

to their academic targets and current attainment.  

Personal Specification   

You will need commitment and perseverance to solve mathematical problems.  
 

Further progression on completion of the course—what 

opportunities could this course lead towards in the future? 

 

A-level Mathematics, Further Mathematics.  
 
Many courses require a particular grade of pass in GCSE 

Maths.  

 

 

Technical data: 

Qualification Level: 1/2 Grading: 9-1 

Awarding Body AQA % Written Exam 100% 

Hours per 2-week cycle 9 % Coursework 0% 

Number of GCSE or 

equivalent 

1   
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Subject area: CORE - Science 

Course: Combined Science 

Qualification: GCSE 

 

Course Details - What will the course consist of and how will it be delivered? 

GCSE combined science provides the foundations for understanding 

the material world. Scientific understanding is changing our lives and is 

vital to the world’s future prosperity, and all students should be taught 

essential aspects of the knowledge, methods, processes and uses of 

science. They should be helped to appreciate how the complex and 

diverse phenomena of the natural world can be described in terms of a small number of key ideas 

relating to the sciences which are both inter-linked, and are of universal application.  

GCSE combined science will enable students to:  

• develop scientific knowledge and understanding through the specific disciplines of biology, 

chemistry and physics.  

• develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science, through different types of 

scientific enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions about the world around them.  

• develop and learn to apply observational, practical, modelling, enquiry and problem-solving skills, 

both in the laboratory, in the field and in other learning environments.  

• develop their ability to evaluate claims based on science through critical analysis of the 

methodology, evidence and conclusions, both qualitatively and quantitatively. 

Person Specification   

GCSE combined science is a content rich course which requires students to continually review and 

practice skills in order for them to become embedded in long term memory. Along with support from 

their teacher students will need to develop their reflection and resilience skills in order to identify and 

close gaps in their learning.    

Further progression on completion of the course—what opportunities could this course lead 

towards in the future? 

A wide range of Level 3 courses can be accessed from the successful completion of GCSE 
combined science, from the traditional science A Levels to the more vocational BTEC applied 
Science. A GCSE Combined Science grade is also a prerequisite for many apprenticeships in 
particular engineering. 
 
 

Technical data: 

Qualification Level: 1/2 Grading: 9-1 

Awarding Body AQA % Exam 100% 

Hours per 2-week cycle 9 % Coursework 0% 

Number of GCSE or 

equivalent 

2   
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Subject area: VOCATIONAL 

Course: Business - Enterprise  

Qualification: BTEC Tech Award Level 1 /2                
 

Course Details - What will the course consist of and how will it be delivered? 

Students will study local enterprises to develop their knowledge and understanding of the what the 

enterprises do and the skills needed by entrepreneurs. Students will then move on to select their own 

idea for a micro-enterprise activity to plan and pitch. They will individually pitch their business plan for 

their idea to an audience and then use the feedback to review their plan and pitch. For the examined 

element of the course, students will explore the different promotional methods used by enterprises 

and the factors that influence how enterprises identify and target their market. Students will explore 

financial documents and how to use them to monitor and improve the performance of an enterprise in 

order to make decisions and recommend strategies for success. 

You will learn about: 

 Exploring enterprises 

 Planning for and Pitching an Enterprise Activity 

 Promotion and Finance for Enterprise 
 

Person Specification—is this the right course for you?  Are you.... 

 Good at communicating and explaining your ideas? 

 Someone who enjoys thinking creatively and making decisions? 

 Good at working with numbers to solve problems? 

 Interested in learning about the world of business through research and investigation, as well 
as through practical tasks? 

 Someone who enjoys finding out about different businesses and how they make money? 

 Motivated to learn a new subject? 

 Wants to learn transferable skills that will help with employment AND further study? 
...then studying for a BTEC in BUSINESS ENTERPRISE is right for you. 

Further progression on completion of the course—what opportunities could this course lead 

towards in the future? 

 A route to further education such as Level 3 Business at The Bulwell Academy and on to 
university 

 An apprenticeship in a business-related profession such as accountancy, law, marketing or 
the leisure and tourism industry 

 A head start to others when it comes to the world of work. 
 

 

Technical data: 

Qualification Level: 1/2 Grading: L2 Distinction*- L1 Pass 

Awarding Body Pearson BTEC % Written Exam 40% 

Hours per 2-week cycle 6 % Coursework 60% 

Number of GCSE or 

equivalent 

1 
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Subject area: VOCATIONAL 

Course: Digital Information Technology 

Qualification: BTEC Tech Award Level 1/2 

Course Details - What will the course consist of and how will it be delivered? 

The Tech Award gives learners the opportunity to develop subject-

specific knowledge and a chance to develop transferable skills for 

life.  

The course is divided into the following three components: 

Component 1 – Exploring user interface design principles and project planning techniques:  This 
component focuses on students developing knowledge on user interfaces that are used every day 
on digital devices.  They look at features of interfaces and how these are used to support all users?  
Students learn all the different types of user interface and why they are created, focusing on the 
impact these have on the use. 
Component 2 – Collecting, presenting and interpreting data:  This component focuses on students 
developing knowledge of data handling.  The component allows students to understand how 
companies collect data about different individuals and for what purposes?  They look at how 
presentation affects how information and how messages can get lost. 
Component 3 – Effective digital working practices:  This is the final component that students will 
undertake during Year 11 this is assessed by a written paper examination and focuses on how 
companies use modern technologies and Digital IT.  The component continues to focus on the 
impacts associated with using Digital IT and the laws associated with the use.   
The qualification provides fundamental knowledge and understanding of Digital IT and how they 

could use this qualification to lead to further education in IT or related areas.  

Person Specification - Have you got an interest in being able to 

use Digital IT to its full potential?  Have you ever wanted to devise 

solutions to problems using Digital IT?  Then this is the course for 

you. 

The course will build upon skills already learnt at Key Stage 3 and 

being able to identify factors that effects the development of a 

solution such as the impact the audience has is a minimum expectation for choosing this course. 

Further progression on completion of the course—what opportunities could this course lead 

towards in the future? 

Learners who achieve at Level 2 in this subject might consider progression to: 

study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC National in IT. Learners who achieve 
at Level 1 in this subject might consider progression to: 
study at Level 2 post-16 in a range of technical routes designed to lead to work, to progression to 
employment, to apprenticeships or to further study at Level 3. 
 
Technical data: 

Qualification Level: 1/2 Grading: L2 Distinction*- L1 Pass 

Awarding Body Edexcel % Written Exam x1 written examination unit 

Hours per 2-week cycle 6 % Coursework x2 coursework units 

Number of GCSE or 
equivalent 

1   
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Subject area: VOCATIONAL 

Course: Hospitality and Catering 

Qualification: Eduqas level 1/2 Award in Hospitality and Catering 

Course Details - What will the course consist of and how will it be delivered?  

In year 10 - Once sufficient technical skills have been acquired, pupils will complete their controlled 

assessments which is 60% of their qualification. Pupils will need to research 

nutrients, cooking methods, environmental issues within the industry and design 

their own menu to a brief. Pupils will then complete a 4-hour practical exam 

where they will make two dishes and accompaniments independently. At the end 

of the academic year, students will be required to sit a written examination which 

is set and marked by the awarding body which is 40% of the qualification. Pupils 

will have the opportunity to re-take the written exam. 

In year 11 - Pupils will concentrate on the theory of the qualification looking at Food Safety, The 

Industry, Health and Safety, Hospitality operations and Menu proposal so they 

are completely prepared for their second entry for their written exam. It’s the 

highest grade counts from year 10/11. The pupils will do a variety of practicals 

throughout the year to keep their practical skills topped up. 

By the end of the course the Chefs will have developed a wide range of 

culinary skills and have the ability to create meals from an extensive range of 

ingredients. Students will be required to bring ingredients from home in order 

to fully participate in this course on a regular basis. 

Person Specification—is this the right course for you?  Are you.... 
Have a passion for cooking? 

Envisage yourself working in the Hospitality and Catering industry one day? 

You work independently? 

Want to learn valuable life skills that will help you with employment and further study?   

Enjoy learning in a practical environment? 

 

Further progression on completion of the course—what opportunities could this course lead 
towards in the future? 
 
This course counts on Progress 8 so is accepted by all colleges as part of their GCSE entry 
requirements. It can also help lead into a job directly in The Hospitality and Catering industry and 
level 3 Hospitality and Catering qualifications at college.  
 

 

Technical data: 

Qualification Level: 1/2 Grading: L2 Distinction*- L1 Pass  

Awarding Body Eduqas     

Assessment 

Controlled assessment 

(60%) 

External examination 

(40%) 

Hours per 2-week cycle 6 

Number of GCSE or 

equivalent 

1 
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Subject area: VOCATIONAL 

Course: Architecture and Interior  

Qualification: BTEC Tech Award Level 1/2 

 

Course Details - What will the course consist of and how will it be delivered? 

Year 10:  
Learners will work on one large project; a specific, client based set brief, which will cover 
Component 1 (30%) and Component 2 (30%).  This will cover a wide range of skills and ideas 
development including, but not limited to – artist/architect research, observational and original 
drawing, practical work, digital design, photography and much more.  To give pupils further 
experience, we will also go on educational visits and make links with external providers within the 
industry, relating to the set brief.  Pupils will be provided with research folders, sketchbooks and a 
presentation folder, in which they must present their final project (along with all maquettes and 
practical work), ensuring they display their work in a clear, professional manner. 
 
The brief will be broken down into set tasks, covering elements of each of 
the components.  Each task will have a deadline, at which point learners 
will hand in their work.  There will then be a window within which they can 
resubmit their work should they need to do so. 
 
Year 11: 
Building upon the skills developed in their first year, enabling the learning to be brought together and 
related to a real-life situation.  The awarding body will provide learners with a new client brief, to 
which they must respond demonstrating a clear understanding of client needs.  They will work 
through development and review stages, before then undertaking 20 hours of supervised 
assessment in May/June of their final year. 
 
Person Specification  

This course is aimed at learners who wish to acquire the knowledge, skills and processes related to 

investigating, exploring and creating art and design work.  The qualification recognizes and focuses 

on the value of learning skills, knowledge and vocational attributes such as working to client briefs.  

It lends itself to those who are creative and like to work to set briefs to help them develop a wide 

range of art and design skills. 

Further progression on completion of the course—what opportunities could this course lead 

towards in the future? 

This course counts on Progress 8 so is accepted by all colleges as part of their GCSE entry 

requirements.  Students will also gain transferable skills during their studies such as research skills, 

self-reflection, communication, teamwork and problem solving, which will support their current and 

future progression.  This could lead to further study such as a BTEC Level 3 National in Art and 

Design, an A Level in Art and Design or an apprenticeship in a relevant sector.  

Technical data: 

Qualification Level: 1/2 Grading: L2 Distinction*- L1 Pass 

Awarding Body Pearson BTEC Assessment 

 

Component 1 – 30% + 

Component 2 – 30% (Internal 

assessment) 

Component 3 – 40% (external) 

Hours per 2-week cycle 6 

Number of GCSE or 

equivalent 

1 
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Subject area: VOCATIONAL 

Course:   Hair and Beauty 

Qualification:  VTCT Level 2 – Hair & Beauty Certificate  

 

Course Details - What will the course consist of and how will it be delivered?  

A Technical Award specifically for 14-16 year olds to support young people to:  

 develop a broad and comprehensive understanding of the hair and beauty sector 

 develop knowledge which spans the entire vocational sector and related industries 

 develop academic study and transferable skills that will support progression within the hair and 
beauty sector and more broadly 
 

Students will work towards a Level 1 Hair and Beauty qualification to cover practical elements of the 

course. Students will be required to invite family and friends to achieve practical assessments. 

Hairdressing and beauty therapy remains an extremely popular area that many young people are 

enthused by and aspire too. The aim of this qualification is to prepare and equip learners with the 

knowledge, understanding and skills to pursue a career in any context as these skills are 

transferable.  This course is mainly theory based; therefore we offer a small level 1 qualification, e.g. 

hair and beauty sector unit, creating an image unit with a small amount of practical nail art or styling 

hair. 

Person Specification—is this the right course for you?  

Are you a well-presented student with an interest in Hair and Beauty? Are you able to follow the 

appearance code and wear the correct uniform, tie long hair back, no facial piercings and no false 

nails?  

Are you keen to develop knowledge in hairdressing and beauty therapy 

along with related industries (i.e. retail, leisure, fashion, marketing, media, 

business) to develop yourself and, in particular, the skills and attributes 

prized by employers, further education colleges and higher education 

institutions?  

Further progression on completion of the course—what opportunities could this course lead 

towards in the future? 

Combined with Hair & Beauty level 1, this course meets entry requirements to study Hair or Beauty 

at Post 16.  With hard work, the right attitude, ability to follow instructions and good reports, this 

could lead to an apprenticeship or Level 2 qualification within Hairdressing or Beauty Therapy or 

other related courses e.g. retail, leisure, fashion etc. Opportunities to progress up to Level 3 at 

College and further progression to University for Level 4 and higher to gain a degree in Spa 

Management. 

Technical data: 

 

Qualification Level: 2 Grading: L2 Distinction - L2 Pass 

Awarding Body VTCT % Written Exam Level 1 50% / Level 2 25%  

Hours per 2-week cycle 6 % Coursework Level 1 50% / Level 2 75% 

Number of GCSE or equivalent 1   
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Course Details - What will the course consist of and how will it be delivered? 

Students will investigate how, in real situations, human development is affected by different factors 
and that people deal differently with life events. They will then study and practically explore, health 
and social care services and how they meet the needs of real service users whilst also developing 
skills in applying care values. For the examined element, students will then study the factors that 
affect health and wellbeing, learning about physiological and lifestyle indicators, and how to design a 
health and wellbeing improvement plan. 
  
Students learn about: 

 Human Lifespan Development 

 Health and Social Care Services and Values 

 Health and Wellbeing 
 

Person Specification is this the right course for you?  Are 

you.... 

 Good at communicating and explaining your ideas? 

 Compassionate and caring? 

 Good at working with numbers to solve problems? 

 Interested in learning about the world of care through practical tasks? 

 Someone who is interested in learning about supporting people across all areas of life? 

 Motivated to learn a new subject? 

 Wants to learn transferable skills that will help with employment AND further study? 
 

Further progression on completion of the course—what opportunities could this course lead 

towards in the future? 

 A route to further education such as Level 3 Health and Social Care at The Bulwell Academy 
and  
on to university 

 An apprenticeship in a health and social care profession such as care assistant or nursing,  
 A head start to others when it comes to the world of work. 

 
 

Technical data: 

Qualification Level: 1/2 Grading: L2 Distinction*- 
L1 Pass 

Awarding Body To be confirmed % External 
Assessment 

40% 

Hours per 2-week cycle 6 % Coursework 60% 

Number of GCSE or 
equivalent 

1 

  

Subject area: VOCATIONAL 

Course: Health and Social Care 

Qualification: BTEC Tech Award Level 1/Level 2 O
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Course Details - What will the course consist of and how will it be delivered? 
Creative iMedia is a vocational technical qualification 
suitable for students who wish  
to develop their practical skills and knowledge regarding the 
use of ICT in media production. Students will use software 
to design and create products including digital graphics, 
video games and apps. 
The course is divided into the following four components: 
 
Pre-Production Skills – This unit will develop students of understanding of pre-production skills 
used in creative and digital media sector. It will develop their understanding of techniques that form 
part of the planning and creation process.  
Creating Digital Graphics – Students will plan, design and create digital graphics.  
 
Creating Interactive Multimedia Products – Students will plan and create an interactive 
multimedia product to a client’s requirements.  
 
Designing a Game Concept – Students will plan and design a 
digital game. (This unit may be subject to change) 
 
Person Specification is this the right course for you?  Are 
you.... 

 Have you got an interest in making a game?  

 Are you interested in design?  

 Have you got an idea with the future game industry?  

 A keen participator in your ICT lessons e.g. graphics? 

 Keen on your technology and design?  

 A “high achiever” in your ICT lessons? 
 
Further progression on completion of the course—what opportunities could this course lead 
towards in the future? 

 Creative iMedia is effective preparation for a range of level 3 courses including IT, Digital 
Media, Games Design, Digital Design and animation. 

 There are many different careers that Creative iMedia could help you move towards, 
including:  Games Design, Digital Animation, Digital Graphic Designer, Website and App 
Development.  

 
Technical data: 
 

Qualification Level: 1/2 Grading: L2 Distinction*- L1 Pass 

Awarding Body OCR % External Assessment 1x written examination 
(25%) 

Hours per 2-week cycle 6 % Coursework X3 coursework units 
(25% each unit) 

Number of GCSE or 
equivalent 

1 

  

Subject area: VOCATIONAL 

Course: Creative iMedia 

Qualification: Cambridge Nationals Level 1/Level 2 O
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Subject area: CULTURE 

Course: French  

Qualification: AQA GCSE 

 
Course Details - What will the course consist of and how will it be delivered? 
Students will study AQA French GCSE                                                                                          
Students study the themes of Identity and culture; Local, national, international and global areas of 
interest; Current and future study and employment.  
Amongst the things we will be looking at are: technology and social media, healthy and unhealthy 
eating, career choices and ambitions, relationships and marriage/partnership, social and global 
issues and socialising. We will use various forms of media when studying these topics including 
online study and research, and there are opportunities for independent, pair and group work in 
class. 
 
Students will be encouraged to develop:  

 The ability to communicate clearly in the target language.  

 The ability to work with others on tasks.  

 The ability to apply learning from other subjects in their 
language work.  

 A positive and constructive attitude to different cultures.  
 
A variety of teaching and learning methods are used. Students will 
be expected to learn vocabulary and grammatical structures as well as complete written, listening, 
reading and speaking tasks. 

Person Specification   
 
You will need the skills of listening, speaking, reading and 
writing. Communication is essential. You will do research on 
your own and work with others on tasks. 
         
Further progression on completion of the course—what 
opportunities could this course lead towards in the future? 
 
A-level French and A levels in other subjects.    
 
Many Universities require a GCSE in a foreign language for 

entry to their courses. 

 

Technical data: 

Qualification Level: 1/2 Grading: 9-1 

Awarding Body AQA % Reading 

Exam 

25% 

Hours per 2-week cycle 6 % Writing Exam 25% 

Number of GCSE or 

equivalent 

1 % Listening 

Exam  

25% 

  % Speaking 

Exam  

25% 
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Course Details - What will the course consist of and how will it be delivered?  

Key themes of study: 

 The challenge of natural hazards: earthquakes, volcanoes, hurricanes, drought, flooding, 
UK weather, climate change.  

 The living world: ecosystems, tropical rainforest, hot deserts, polar environments. 

 UK physical landscapes: coastal landscapes, river landscapes.  

 Urban issues and challenges: case study of a UK and global city, access to resources, 
quality of 
life of the population. 

 The changing economic world: development in different countries, factors that affect 
development, trade, tourism, the UK economy. 

 Resource management: Supply and demand of food, water and energy in the UK.  

 Resource management: Water security and the impacts of global water inequality.   

 Decision Making Exercise: using fieldwork experience to make decisions   
 

Person Specification—is this the right course for you?   

 If you wish to develop broad knowledge of people and places around 
the world. 

 If you wish to develop your skills in a range of ICT contexts. 

 If you enjoy practical fieldwork investigations and study visits. 

 If you want to be creative and make decisions about environmental 
problems. 

 If you want to form your own opinions and attitudes to world issues. 

 If you enjoy presentations, research, teamwork, organisation. 

 
Further progression on completion of the course—what opportunities could this course lead 
towards in the future? 

 You can go on to study AS Level Geography. 

 You might go on to study A2 Level Geography and Geography at University 

 Various Travel and Tourism qualifications. 

 Employment opportunities in leisure, travel, tourism, business and finance, education, 
environmental health, science officers etc. 

 Students are not required to have studied Geography at GCSE to do AS or A2 level Geography 
but are required to have a grade 5 in English GCSE. 

 

Technical data: 

Qualification Level: 1/2 Grading: 9 - 1 

Awarding Body AQA % Written Exam 100% 

Hours per 2-week cycle 6 % Coursework 0 

Number of GCSE or equivalent 1    
 

 

Subject area: CULTURE 

Course:  Geography 

Qualification: GCSE E
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Subject area: CULTURE 

Course:  History 

Qualification: GCSE 

 

Course Details - What will the course consist of and how will it be delivered? 

The GCSE History course consists of four units 

 Thematic Study: Crime and Punishment, c1000 – present and Whitechapel, c1870 – c1900 
crime policing and the inner city. 

 Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c1060-1088 

 Superpower relations and the cold war, 1941-1991 

 Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918 – 1939. 

 

Person Specification—is this the right course for you?   

 

 If you wish to study and understand the world around you. 

 If you wish to become an independent and critical thinker. 

 If you wish to develop an enquiring mind. 

 If you wish to develop your communication skills and  

 Your ability to write extended pieces of writing. 

  

Further progression on completion of the course—what opportunities could this course lead 

towards in the future? 

 You can go on to study AS Level History. 

 You might go on to study A2 level History and University level History. 

 Employment opportunities in law, media, politics, armed forces, education, police, finance etc. 

 

At present A level History is not available at Bulwell Academy. However, it is available at several 

colleges around Nottingham. Students are not required to have studied History at GCSE to do AS or 

A2 level History but are required to have a grade 5 in English GCSE. 

 

Technical data: 

Qualification Level: GCSE Grading: 9 - 1 

Awarding Body Pearson Edexcel % Written Exam 100% 

Hours per 2-week cycle 6 % Coursework 0 

Number of GCSE or 

equivalent 

1   
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Course Details - What will the course consist of and how will it be delivered? 

 Is a level 2 qualification; however, it is graded at Level 2 Pass, Level 2 Merit, 
Level 2 Distinction, Level 2 Distinction*. Level 1 Pass, Level 1 Merit, Level 1 Distinction  

 Is a direct equivalent to GCSE PE and BTEC Level 2 Sport. 

 Has 2 core units and 2 optional units 

 Has 25 per cent of the qualification that is externally assessed in the form of a written exam. 

 Has 75 percent of the course made up within 3 written coursework units. 

 Requires students to perform practically as part of one of the units. 

 Gives learners the opportunity to develop and apply skills in English and mathematics in 
naturally occurring, work-related contexts 

 
Person Specification  - Students looking to choose this sport must have a keen interest in sport in 
and out of school and in the media. Students must have a good knowledge of a range of sports, the 
athletes and performers, and current affairs related to these sports.  Are you……. 

 Interested in a range of sports? 

 A “grade 1” for engagement for learning in PE? 

 A keen participator in after school sport? 

 A keen participator in sport on the weekend with other clubs or teams? 

 Interested in all aspects of sporting activity? 

 A “high achiever” in your PE lessons? 
 
The external assessment consists of multiple choices, short answer and extended-writing questions 
- therefore candidates must be competent when writing longer written answers to succeed – a high 
level of literacy skills is, therefore, important. 
 
*This course is largely made up of written tasks! While there is an element of practical sport 
involved, the vast majority of this course will be made up of classroom based, theory lessons. 
 
It is essential that you are interested in all aspects of sport – both practically and theoretically. This 
will provide the basis for your written work by providing sporting examples and terminology. 
 
Further progression on completion of the course—what opportunities could this course lead 
towards in the future? 

 The course lends itself to the further study of Physical Education and Sport at Level 3 and 
degree level.  Employment opportunities include sports coaching, teaching and careers in the 
leisure and tourism industry. 

 

Technical data: 

Qualification Level: 2 (and Level 1) Grading: L2 Distinction*- L1 Pass 

Awarding Body OCR % Written Exam 25% 

Hours per 2-week cycle 6 
% Coursework 75% 

Number of GCSE or equivalent 1 

Subject area: VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS 

Course: Sports Studies 

Qualification: OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National Certificate in Sport Studies O
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Course Details - What will the course consist of and how will it be delivered?  

GCSE Drama: 

This is a two-year course designed to improve acting skills and knowledge of theatre. The course 

combines elements of different theatre styles and genres. There is a focus on group acting skills 

and during the course, students will perform extracts from well-known plays and work in groups 

to produce original devised theatre. The course suits students who are confident performers and 

students who enjoy writing about theatre. Enthusiasm and passion are essential.   

The GCSE Drama course involves performance - both scripted and devised - but that does not 

mean that everyone has to be assessed on their acting ability, because theatre is also about 

design - of set and costume - about the making of props and the application of make-up and about 

technical skills in lighting and sound.   

Everyone will also have the opportunity of visiting theatres and 

experiencing professional productions. 

Person Specification - is this the right course for you?   

- In order to achieve students need to work co-operatively in a variety 

of groups. They develop their analytical writing through practice in lessons and at home. 

Students develop their ability to express their ideas and experiment ways of communicating to 

an audience. They must be prepared to spend time outside of lessons rehearsing for both 

Component 2 and 3. 

 

Further progression on completion of the course - what opportunities could this course lead 

towards in the future? 

GCSE Drama can lead on to professional training or ‘A’ level Theatre Studies but is equally 

valuable in many careers involving working with people and thinking creatively to solve problems 

from journalism to teaching or from nursing and social work to business management. Students 

can also go onto study Level 3 BTECs at college. 

Technical data: 

Qualification Level: 1/2 Grading: 9-1 

Awarding Body AQA % Written Exam – Ext Set & 

Marked 

40% 

Hours per 2-week cycle 6 
%  Practical  60% 

Number of GCSE or equivalent 1 

 

 

Subject area: VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS 

Course: Drama 

Qualification: AQA GCSE Drama O
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Subject area: VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS 

Course: Art and Design 

Qualification: GCSE 

 

Course Details - What will the course consist of and how will it be delivered? 

All students will study OCR Art and Design GCSE.     
 
Students will create a portfolio of work based on the study of several themes 
that include: portraiture, painting and drawing and 3-dimensional design. 
This will equate to 60% of the course. From the January of year 11 they will 
start their exam preparation and will then sit a ten hour exam in April. The 
controlled assessment forms 40% of the overall grade. 
 
Students will learn to develop their creative skills through exploring and experimenting ideas, whilst 

developing their use of materials, tools and techniques and imagination. The intention is that they 

will improve their competence, and increasing independence, whilst refining and improving ideas 

and personal outcomes. 

A variety of teaching and learning methods are used and students will continue to be set according 

to their academic targets and current attainment.  

Person Specification   

You will need to show commitment, resilience and initiative. You will need to be explorative and 
ready to take on new creative challenges. 
    
Further progression on completion of the course—what opportunities could this course lead 

towards in the future? 

A-level: Art and Design, Graphic Design, Illustration, Sculpture Photography Fine Art, Interior 
Design Textiles….. 
 

 

 

 

 

Technical data: 

Qualification Level: 1/2 Grading: 9-1 

Awarding Body OCR % Exam 40% 

Hours per 2-week cycle 6 % Coursework 60% 

Number of GCSE or 

equivalent 

1   
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Course Details - What will the course consist of and how will it be delivered?  

The Edexcel BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award: 

 Is a level 2 qualification; however it is graded at Level 2 Pass, Level 2 Merit, 

Level 2 Distinction, Level 2 Distinction*, Level 1 and Unclassified 

 Has core units and optional units 

 Has 25 per cent of the qualification that is externally assessed. Edexcel sets and marks these 
assessments. 

 Presents knowledge in a work-related context 

 Gives learners the opportunity to develop and apply skills in English and mathematics in 
naturally occurring, work-related contexts 

 Provides opportunities for synoptic assessment. Learners will apply the skills and knowledge 
gained from the core units when studying the optional units. 

Person Specification - is this the right course for you?  Are you.... 

 Interested in a range of Music? 

 A “grade 1” for engagement for learning in Music? 

 A keen participator in the Choir or Instrumental lessons at the Academy? 

 A keen participator in Music in your spare time or Music? 

 Interested in all different types of Music? 

 Interested in using Technology to create Music? 

 A “high achiever” in your Music lessons? 

The external assessment consists of multiple choices, short answer and extended-writing questions 

- therefore candidates must be competent in longer written answers to succeed – a high level of 

literacy skills is, therefore, essential.  It is also essential that you are interested in all aspects of sport 

– both practically and theoretically. 

Further progression on completion of the course - what opportunities could this course lead 

towards in the future? 

 The course lends itself to the further study of Music Education, pupils can go onto study with 
further BTEC Music, A Level Music or Music Technology.   

 Employment opportunities include Music Performance, Music Technology, Producer/Song 
writer and Music Teacher. 

Technical data: 

Qualification Level: 2 (and Level 1) Grading: L2 Distinction*- L1 Pass 

Awarding Body Pearson BTEC % Written Exam 25% 

Hours per 2-week cycle 6 

% Coursework 75% Number of GCSE or 

equivalent 

1 

 

Subject area: VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS 

Course: BTEC First Award in Music 

Qualification: BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Music O
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Subject area: Social Science 

Course:  Sociology 

Qualification: AQA GCSE 

 
Course Details - What will the course consist of and how will it be delivered?  
Key themes of study: 
Key concepts and processes of cultural transmission – how do we learn to behave like humans, 
from our families, the media and school? 
Families – why do we need our families, and what happens when we don’t have them? How has 
family life changed in the last 50 years? 
Education – why are there differences between girls and boys, richer students and poorer students, 
and students with different ethnic backgrounds in school? Why do some students get better grades 
than others? What do we need education for? 
Sociological research methods – how do we find things out? 
Social differentiation and stratification – why do children from different backgrounds have 
different life chances? 
Crime and deviance – who commits crime, and why? What happens when they do? How can we 
stop it, and why should we? 
 
Person Specification—is this the right course for you?   

 Do you want to study something that relates to everyday life? 

 Do you want to be able to explain why people behave the way they do? 

 Do you ever wonder why your life is different to those around you? 

 Do you want to ask questions about different kinds of people? 

 Do you ever feel like things just don’t seem very fair? 

 Do you like to debate/argue big issues? 

 Do you like to ask really difficult questions? 

 Do you like to discover links between different aspects of your life? 
 
Further progression on completion of the course—what opportunities could this course lead 
towards in the future? 

 You can go on to study AS Level Sociology. 

 You might go on to study A2 Level Sociology and Sociology at University 

 Several university courses such as Social Work, Anthropology, Psychology and Philosophy. 

 As Sociology is about explaining human behaviour, it is relevant and useful in all aspects of 
employment. 

 In order to progress further (to AS/A2 level) in this subject, you would not be required to have 
studied it at GCSE, but a grade 4+ in English would be required. 

 

Technical data: 

Qualification Level: GCSE Grading: 9 - 1 

Awarding Body AQA % Written Exam 100% 

Hours per 2-week cycle 6 % Coursework 0 

Number of GCSE or equivalent 1    
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Appendix 1 - Qualification types 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 2 - Grading structures 
 
GCSE Vocational Qualifications 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BTEC First Award 

Level 2 Distinction* 

Level 2 Distinction  

Level 2 Merit 

Level 2 Pass 

Level 1 Pass 

Fail 

 

OCR Cambridge National 

Grades 

Level 2 Distinction* 

Level 2 Distinction  

Level 2 Merit 

Level 2 Pass 

Level 1 Distinction 

Level 1 Merit 

Level 1 Pass 

Fail 

 

VCTC Level 2 Grades 

Level 2 Distinction* 

Level 2 Distinction  

Level 2 Merit 

Level 2 Pass 

Fail 

 

Academic Qualifications  

 GCSE Level 1 grade 3-1 

 GCSE Level 2 grade 9-4 

 

Vocational Qualifications 

 Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award  

 Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award  

 OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National Certificate  

 Eduqas Level 1/2 Vocational Award  

 VTCT Level 2 Certificate 

 

Eduqas Level 1/2 Award 

Level 2 Distinction  

Level 2 Merit 

Level 2 Pass 

Level 1 Pass 

Fail 

 

BTETC Tech Award 

Grades 

Level 2 Distinction* 

Level 2 Distinction  

Level 2 Merit 

Level 2 Pass 

Level 1 Distinction 

Level 1 Merit 

Level 1 Pass 

Fail 

 

All Singe GCSE Awards 
9  

8 

7 

6 

5 Strong Pass 

4 Standard Pass 

3  

2 

1 

U 

 

Combined 

Science 

Double 

Award 

9 9 

9 8 

8 8 

8 7 

7 7 

7 6 

6 6 

6 5 

5 5 

5 4 

4 4 

4 3 

3 3 

3 2 

2 2 

2 1 

1 1 

1 U 

U U 
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Appendix 3 - Further information about each subject can be found using the links below: 
 

Subject Link to the examining body 

English 
Language 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/english-language-j351-from-2015/ 

English 
Literature 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702 

Mathematics https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-
2015.html 

Geography https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035 

Art and 
Design 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/art-and-design-j170-j176-from-2016/ 

Architecture 
and Interior 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/art-and-design-
practice.html 

Business 
Enterprise 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-
awards/enterprise.html 

Computer 
Science 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j277-from-2020/ 

Drama https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-8261 

French https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-
2016.html 

Geography https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035 

Hair and 
Beauty 

https://qualifications.vtct.org.uk/finder/qualfinder/qual.php?qual=AM20530 

History https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-
2016.html 

Hospitality 
and Catering 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/hospitality-and-catering-level-1-2/  

Health and 
Social care 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-
social-care.html 

Digital 
information 
Technology 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/digital-
information-technology.html 

Music https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/music-2013-
nqf.html 

Sport Studies https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-studies-level-1-2-
j803-j813/ 

The English 
Baccalaureate 
Subjects 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-baccalaureate-
ebacc/english-baccalaureate-ebacc 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/english-language-j351-from-2015/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/art-and-design-j170-j176-from-2016/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/art-and-design-practice.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/art-and-design-practice.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/enterprise.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/enterprise.html
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j277-from-2020/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-8261
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-2016.html
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035
https://qualifications.vtct.org.uk/finder/qualfinder/qual.php?qual=AM20530
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/hospitality-and-catering-level-1-2/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-social-care.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-social-care.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/digital-information-technology.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/digital-information-technology.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/music-2013-nqf.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/music-2013-nqf.html
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-studies-level-1-2-j803-j813/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-studies-level-1-2-j803-j813/
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Appendix 4 –  

For any Careers related questions about your future, from Year 9 Options through to University and 

everything in the middle, contact our Careers Manager, Mr Turner | keiron.turner@bulwellacademy.or.uk  
 

We also have two in-house Careers Coaches, Cathy Vindelis & Ben Packington from Fu+ures for You, 

an Ofsted rated 'Outstanding' provider - www.futuresforyou.com/young-people 

 

Useful Websites. 
 

Studential - www.studential.com/GCSEs/choosing-your-GCSE-subject-options 
 

 We all struggle with choices. So what should you bear in mind when choosing GCSE options? Here is a 

15 pointers alongside access to additional careers advice for students. 
 

National Careers Service - https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk  
 

 We offer free and impartial information, advice and guidance to help you with your decisions about 

careers, courses and work. Our service is supported by qualified careers advisers. 
 

Bitesize | GCSE Options - www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrjh92p 
 

 Whether you’re deciding what to study, taking your exams, planning a career, or just curious, we’re here 

to explain the world of work, with advice from people who've found the right path for them. Plus great 

videos with hints and tips on picking your GCSE options. 
 

Start - www.startprofile.com  
 

 Start is a free, online careers platform, designed to connect 11-18 year olds with their future career 

potential. By following Start’s structured and progressive activities, the platform caters for all students 

helping them to make more informed decisions about future study and career options at the right time 

and in good time. 
 

iCould | GCSE Options - https://icould.com/stories/choosing-your-gcse-options 
 

 Real stories to inspire your career. From accountants to zookeepers, get a first-hand view of jobs and 

ideas for your future. In addition, extra support choosing your GCSE Options.  
 

Sixth Form - https://www.bulwellacademy.org.uk/main/sixth-form 
 

 If you are serious about your future career, you need to know what your next course of study will teach 

you – not just the academic ‘stuff’ but the all-important enrichment and life experience activities that will 

give you the ‘competitive edge’ so you can get the job you want. 
 

UCAS - www.ucas.com/further-education/find-career-ideas 
 

 Find career ideas by exploring different jobs, taking our career quiz, or looking at volunteering, work 

experience, apprenticeships, or starting your own business. 
 

Which? University - https://university.which.co.uk/advice/gcse-choices-university/how-important-are-gcse-

choices-when-it-comes-to-university 
 

 Choosing your GCSE subjects? While uni, a degree and a career may seem a long way off, they're worth 

keeping in mind when picking your GCSE options. 
 

Unifrog - www.unifrog.org/about (Student login required - ask Ethics Teacher)  
 

 Helping students find their future. We bring all the available information into one single, impartial, user-

friendly platform that helps students to make the best choices, and submit the strongest applications. 
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