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Dear Parents/Carers 

 

I hope this finds you all safe and well. We are all in very unprecedented times and 

never did I think I would be writing to you with school closed indefinitely.  

 

Home learning 

Thank you to all of those who have been in touch to share their gratitude with us for the 

work we have provided. This is unchartered territory for all of us, and we appreciate 

your patience and support as we adapt to new ways of working. We recognise that with 

many schools across the globe opting to use online technology such as Teams, 

systems may not be operating as well as they usually are. In addition to this, now that 

further social distancing measures have been introduced and as a country, we have 

been directed by our Prime Minister to stay at home, we have reduced the amount of 

staff on school site daily, to the absolute minimum needed to deliver the care required 

for the most vulnerable and the children of key workers in our community. 

 

Our priority at this point is to ensure good mental well-being for our pupils, parents/ 

carers and staff, therefore, if your child is struggling with accessing the materials on 

Teams or Class charts we have created a more generalised timetable they can follow 

on our school website and Facebook page, and identified additional resources they 

could engage with on their phones or tablets. The DFE has indicated in their guidance 

that they are working with the BBC to create more solutions for home education, but in 

the meantime please check our social media and website for further ideas for home 

learning for students. 

 

Expectations for setting/ responding to work 

As a school initially we have tried to encourage daily submissions of work via email, 

Teams or online platforms; this is because we believe that it is important to support 

good daily habits from the outset. However, we also recognise that many of our 

students, parents and staff are ‘self-isolating’ because they are unwell or have 

symptoms or are perhaps struggling with the change to their daily routine. We do not 

expect students to submit work every day, in the same way that we do not expect our 

staff to feedback to every activity the moment it is received. As long as students are 

sharing their work with their teachers once a week, and teachers are feeding back to 

this then we are happy that the students are engaging with their home learning.  

We also know that it is unreasonable to expect a child to sit in front of a computer 

screen for 5 hours a day, therefore we are aiming to take this into account when setting 

tasks. 
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Making contact 

As a staff body we are working together to ensure that we keep in contact with as 

many of our students as possible. We are using MS Teams, emails and in some cases 

phone calls to check in with students and make sure they are ok amid such unusual 

circumstances.  

Some parents have raised concern over their child receiving a ‘negative’ for not 

completing work/no contact with teachers. We want to reassure you that this is not the 

case. The ‘no contact’ log that you are seeing is merely a device that we are using so 

that year teams can see which children staff have not yet heard from and so can 

prioritise checking in with them sooner- there are no negative points attributed to this 

log. 

 

Year 11 

We recognise that our Year 11 students are currently in a strange sort of limbo for what 

to do in the interim, as GCSEs will no longer be taking place. We are awaiting further 

guidance from the DFE as to how GCSE results will be determined but in the interim 

believe that it is best for our leavers groups to be focusing on their futures; this could 

include reading and research around the topics that they wish to study next year and 

beyond. 

Barclays have created a great platform for life skills https://barclayslifeskills.com/young-

people/, including things such as virtual work experience and budgeting, with many of 

the resources being commended by City and Guilds. This could be a useful starting 

point for any year 11 finding themselves at a loose end. 

 

I hope this update answers some of your queries. Please contact staff via their emails if 

you need specific advice or guidance with your child and their learning. We will 

endeavour to respond as soon as we can.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Michelle Strong 
Principal 
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